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	Media And Member 
Weekly Report
2007-12-05

	Issue 1     “Our Week In Review”

This past week has been very hectic for every one on the www.carswithoutborders.com team.  The purpose of this report is to outline a brief summary of the key events and accomplishments.

· We have been able to find the time to start posting some of your “Horror” stories onto the web.  And we will attempt to keep this going in order to counter the Transportation Canada Media message, that we have been “Inconvenienced”.  Please see stories such as “No Car to visit sick parents! “ And many others at Horror Stories 


	· We spent the previous weekend preparing for and then attending 6 hours of Public Consultation meetings sponsored by Transportation Canada.  We completed minutes and submitted our CWB Submission to Transport Canada Dec. 6 - 11:20AM  including recommendations.  Our petition was submitted as well. Overall it appears that the majority of the key stakeholders support the amendments, with concerns raises as per our report. The manufacturers and their respective associations did not comment during the sessions we attend, but preferred to hunker down with the Transportation Canada folks behind closed doors on Friday.  Our members would like to be appraised of each and everyone’s position.  We requested the information from Transportation Canada. 


	· Included in our submission the “2008 Honda Immobilizer” report completed by Cy Daly. Honda Civic 2008 Immobilizer Report Updated!  Cy really took on a huge undertaking and we are all very grateful for the time he has contributed. The report identifies that a really big misunderstanding between Honda and Transportation Canada has occurred.  Cy is retired and lives with his wife in the Montreal area. He is a real Canadian!  He purchased a 2008 Honda Civic EX 4 door 10 days after me, and had no problems getting his plates.  But he came forward and volunteered to help when he realized what was happening to many Canadians. His investigations even led him to Honda dealers in Virginia. He questioned several technicians and sales personnel directly.  You can find their replies in his report. 

	· We have launched an “awareness” program in order to solicit the support of the members of the Treasury Board.  Transportation Canada informed us that the Board had the power to override the TC process and direct the RIV to start processing our applications immediately.

·  Please write to the Treasury Board  and Please be advised: If you ruin our Christmas, we are going to ruin yours!
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· The media coverage has been great and we are very thankful for some very significant unbiased reporting.  You can get yourself up to date by visiting our media link – the top story There now is: Want a cheaper car? Sorry you’re Canadian written by N. Macdonald.

· Based on Cy’s report and our finding’s over the course of the public hearings on the amendment we have requested that Transportation Canada perform a safety audit on the Canadian version of the Civic. memo-to-tc2007-12-10.pdf  

	· Robert freed himself up to complete a partial rough draft of my own “Horror” story. Bits and pieces of it can be read My Story - Just the “tip of an Iceberg!”   

· We have been flooded with calls of thanks and of support. But it is not just Serge and Robert that are working hard; The Media team has been fantastic; I know you folks have gone above and beyond the call of duty.  And what can we say for our “virtual” web team.  People located all across the country just making it happen!  Each and every one of our members is vesting many hours a week. Thank-you all.  When we win it will be everyone’s victory! 

	· Finally this week we heard that over 30,000 Canadians purchased and imported cars from the U.S. during the month of November.  Most reporters seem to be having trouble reporting some real hard numbers. We would be particularly interested in the 2008 numbers. The details of models built after September the 1st, that were either approved or on hold, between the period of October 1st and November 30.   We have taken the liberty of asking Transport Canada to provide us with some further detailed numbers. 

        

	· So, inclosing we still have much work to do, please try and donate a couple of hours to the cause, if you haven’t registered as a volunteer please do so, we need you to help “clean up this mess!”  As one our members from out West recalled to me the other day. 

· Please make sure you send your letters to the Treasury Board members even call them and get your point across.     

Serge Bergeron &  Robert Lamb representing Canadians at www.carswithoutborders.com  
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